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palace there, for my father is King Apheidas, Polyp emon's son.
My own name is Epedtus. I had no intention of putting in here
when I left Sicania, but had the misfortune to be driven out of
my course; and my ship is riding yonder by the open coast some
way from the port. A's for Odysseus, it is four years and more
since he bade me farewell and left my country -- to fall on evil
days, it seems. And yet the omens when he left were good, birds
on the right, which pleased me as I said goodbye, and cheered
him as he started out. We both had every hope that we should
meet again as host and guest and give each other splendid gifts/
When Laertes heard this, he sank into the black depths of de-
spair. Groaning heavily, he picked the black dust up in both his
hands and poured it on the grey hairs of his head. Odysseus'
heart was stirred, and suddenly, as he watched his dear father,
poignant compassion forced its way through his nostrils. He
rushed forward, flung his arms round his neck, and kissed him.
father/ he cried, 'here I am, the very man you asked about,
home in my own land after nineteen years. But this is no time
for tears and lamentation. For I have news to tell you, and heaven
knows there is need for haste. I have killed that gang of Suitors
in our palace. I have paid them out for their insulting gibes and
all their crimes.*
Laertes answered him:(If you that have come here are indeed
my son Odysseus, give me some definite proof to make me
sure.
Odysseus was ready for this. 'To begin with,' he said, 'cast
your eye on this scar, where I was wounded by the white tusk of
a boar when I went to Parnassus. You and my mother had sent
me to my grandfather Autolycus, to fetch the gifts he solemnly
promised me when he came to visit us. Then again, I can tell you
all the trees you gave me one day on this garden terrace. I was
only a little boy at the time, trotting after you through the or-
chard, begging for this and that, and as we wound our way
through these very trees you told me all their names. You gave
me thirteen pear-, ten apple-, and forty fig-trees, and at the same
time you pointed out the fifty rows of vines that were to be

